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As We Gather 

What is true Christmas weather? Reading the words of well-known hymns 

and carols, one might conclude that cold weather and wintry precipitation 

were being experienced in Bethlehem when Jesus was born, especially 

considering such titles as “The Snow Lay on the Ground” and “See amid the 

Winter’s Snow.” While the weather on that first Christmas is certainly up 

for debate, the fact of the birth itself is not. It is a blessed fact! Hymn writer 

Edward Caswell exclaims, “Sing through all Jerusalem: Christ is born in 

Bethlehem!” (LSB 373). The songs of praise from the angelic host when our 

Lord was born are echoed in our hymns and carols. Paul encouraged the 

Ephesians to be “singing and making melody to the Lord with all your 

heart” (Ephesians 5:19). Whatever the weather may be outside, today is a 

day for singing to the Lord—with all your heart! 
 

 

Prelude 
 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”          380 
 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Opening Sentences         Isaiah 60:1; 9:2; 2 Corinthians 4:6 

P Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

C and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

C those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 

shined. 

 

P For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

C has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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Confession & Absolution 

P Let us come before our loving Father, confident of His forgiveness 

for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 

P Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

C Almighty God, heavenly Father, we poor sinners plead guilty 

before You of all sins. We are by nature sinful people. Time 

and again, we have lived as if You did not matter and as if we 

mattered most. We have not honored the name of the Lord 

Jesus, the newborn King whose birth we celebrate this day, as 

we should. We have not walked in the brightness of Your light. 

Our thoughts and desires have been stained by sin. We are 

sorry for all of these our transgressions, and we ask for Your 

grace. It is our sincere desire to do better in our lives. 

 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and 

by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise       “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”             386 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray.  

O God who has given us grace at this time to celebrate the birth of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ, the light of the world, we thank You for 

the countless blessings that He has brought to us and to our world. 

We ask that our worship bring joy to You and that Your life-giving 

light be shown forth through us; this we ask through Jesus Christ, 

the newborn Babe and our eternal King and Lord. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 
 

 

Old Testament Reading        Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

 who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

 together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Reading          Hebrews 1:1-6 
 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 

the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 

theirs. 

 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

We stand. 

Gospel Canticle      “Let Our Gladness Have No End”     381 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Gospel               John 1:1-14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, 

and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He 

was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 

was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 

know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to 

all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 

 

 

Hymn of the Day     “What Child Is This”           370 

 

 

Sermon           Pastor Michael Geml 

 

 

We stand. 

Catechism     The Second Article of the Creed 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 
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P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is 

my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns 

to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts, 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord God Almighty, for You have sent Your Son, 

Jesus, to bring the fullness of divine light to shine on us with all of 

its beauty and grace. We bless You for the joy of this day and for 

the blessed fellowship we share at Your Table of grace where we 

receive His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. Grant 

that we walk in Your light at all times as we journey on this earth, 

to which our Savior was willing to come, until we rejoice in the 

light eternal of Your heavenly kingdom. This we ask in the saving 

name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Proclamation Of Christ 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 

Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into 

heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us 

in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

We sit. 

Distribution        “Once in Royal David’s City”             376 

          “See amid the Winter’s Snow”           373 

 

We stand. 
Dismissal 

 

Post Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

You have come unto us, O Father, in the precious body and blood 

of Christ, our Lord. Grant that we who have received Your 

salvation rejoice in You all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benediction 
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Closing Hymn         “Go Tell It on the Mountain”           388 

 

Postlude 


